













The story so far. с 


Upon the orders of Mazutsu, Executive Assistant 
Rose attempted to ambush the skilled assassin 
Lotus while she slept at her mansi 
in Alwar, India. After a b 

ensued, Rose was stunt 


Orchid and Aste: 







> arrival of Lily, 
he aid of Lotus. 
1 ) as able to use less 
than honor “order to get the upper 
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OF COURSE 






NATURALLY. 
ROSE, e 2 
| YOU HAVE \ YOU HAVE 
ONE SECOND | d SUCH A KNACK 


TO GET OFF 3 FOR DRAMATIC 
OF HER. ARRIVALS. 


7 I THOUGHT YOU Р 
HAD GIVEN ИР THIS OR AT THE 
FOOLISH VENDETTA VERY LEAST GIVEN UP 
AFTER WHAT WE'VE TRYING TO KILL THE ONLY , 
BEEN THROUGH. ALLIES YOU COULD A BUNAH ОЕ 


POSSIBLY HAVE. , ASSASSINS WITH 
UTE š BAGGAGE? YOU CALL 
YOURSELVES MY ALLIES? 
GET REAL, IRIS. WE PLAY FOR 
KEEPS IN THIS BUSINESS, YOU 
SHOULD KNOW THAT BETTER 
THAN ANYONE. OR HAVE YOU 
чер a TOLD ALL OF THEM EXACTLY 
VAM ; à WHO IT 16 YOU WORK FOR? 
* THERE'S NO ROOM FOR 
FRIENDSHIP ANYMORE. 
NOT WITH OUR 
KIND. 


WHO-- MAZUTSU?! 

{5 THAT WHY YOU TRIED 
TO KILL LOTUS AND ALL 
OF US? ARE WE NEXT ON 
YOUR LIST, YOU F¥@KING 
BITCH?! 


OH, PLEASE. THE 
POSTER CHILD FOR 
SALVATION SPEAKS 

UP. DON’T LECTURE ME, 
LILY. HE'5 GIVEN МЕ A 
NEW LIFE AGAIN. 
PURPOSE. 







I WORK FOR 
DO YOU EVEN 
THE HIGHEST KNOW WHAT THAT 


BIDDER, PLAIN N | 
AND SIMPLE. n WORD MEANS? 






IF IT MEANS 
TAKING OUT SOME 
OF THE GARBAGE FROM 
MY PAST LIFE-- THEN 
50 BE IT! DIFFERENT 

å DEGREES. 





WELL, 

YOU'RE ONE PIECE 50, I'M 
OF TRASH THAT'S МОТ | А НОФТАбЕ 
LEAVING ON YOUR қ NOW? 

OWN ACCORD. 


LET'S | 
ТАКЕ НЕВ \ (Ті: mir ROSE, 

INSIDE. | HOSTAGE” |5 

| SUCH A... POLITICALLY 

INCORRECT TERM. MY 

CURRENT EMPLOYER 

WOULD CALL YOU 

OUR GUEST. 


А5 A MATTER OF 
FACT, PLEASE ALLOW 
ME ТО SHOW YOU SOME 
OF THE VARIOUS FORMS OF 
HOSPITALITY I'VE RECENTLY 
LEARNED. IT'S AMAZING 
WHAT TRICKS THEY'VE 
COME UP WITH. 


YOU'VE HEARD OF 
WATERBOARDING BEFORE 
I PRESUME? 


TORTURE, IRIS? a 
NOT REALLY YOUR ў 
STYLE. BUT IF THAT’S 
YOUR GAME YOU'LL 
FIND I CAN PLAY 
LONGER THAN 
MOST. 


, you 
SHE KNOWS DIDN’T LET ME 
PLENTY ABOUT FINISH. 
) TRICKS. 


LOTUS, DO YOU K 
HAVE A TUBE... OR HOSE? 
ASTER, WOULD YOU BRING 
AS MANY JUGS OF WATER 

AS YOU CAN SPARE, 
PLEASE? 


I HAVE IN 
MIND 19 MUCH 
WORSE. 





YOU'RE RIGHT. 
WATERBOARDING |S 
NO FUN FOR ANYONE. 

IT ALSO MAKES A 

HUGE MESS... 


‚ CONTAINED. 
DID YOU KNOW THERE’S SUCH A 
THING AS WATER INTOXICATION? 
FORCED INGESTION OVER TIME 
EVENTUALLY LEADS TO INTENSE 
BRAIN SWELLING, SEIZURES 
AND... EVENTUALLY... 
DEATH. 


TELL US 
WHERE AND HOW 
WE CAN GET TO 

MAZUTSU. 


Gah E 
WANT TO D 
THIS. I'VE NEVER 
HAD A FRIEND 
BEFORE. 


OF COURSE 
I DON'T. BUT, I WILL. 


HE'S THAT IMPORTANT 
TO US. THE MAN NEEDS 
ТО GO AWAY. PLUS, І 
CAN’T STAND TO SEE 
MY FRIENDS HURT, 
EITHER. 


DON’T 


MAKE ME DO 


THIS, ROSE. 


ж” 





DO WHAT 
YOU MUST. MAZUTSU 
WOULD HAVE ME KILLED | 


I GAVE ІМ, REGARDLESS. 


My LIFE ENDED A LONG 
TIME AGO. 


F@*KING 
BITCHES! ALL 
OF you! 


THE FIRST 
JUG OF WATER, 
PLEASE. HOLD 
HER TIGHT. 


CRYBABY, ROSE. IT 
REALLY KILLS YOUR 
MYSTIQUE. NOW... 


UNNH... GET 
HER MOUTH 





HEISNOT ` 
WORTH THIS, | 
ROSE. TELL US 


AT WE NEED 











ПР WEDON'TEVEN i ES > Я 
KNOW WHAT WE'RE Б Жа N 
UP AGAINST. d WK d 

қ . ч på "e А 













2 ж YOU THINK 
yOu CAN AMBUSH 
ALL OF US?! THINK Жылы 
AGAIN! ` 


Vors Å 
ORCHID, Lg 
NO! 
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SHOW 
YOURSELF, 
COWARD! 


ww ARIS, I 
DON’T LIKE BEING 
YELLED AT, SO EITHER 
YOU CAN QUIET 
DOWN... 





OR ILL 
SHUT YOU UP 





MYSELF. 


АМ 
ЕХЕСИТІУЕ 
ASSISTANT. 






WHO ARE 
| YOU? WHAT DO 
YOU WANT? 





YOU THINK 
THAT SURPRISES 
ME? CLEARLY YOU'VE 
BEEN TRAINED WELL. 
BUT, WHY ARE YOU 
DOING THIS?! 













IT’S HER 
I WANT. THE 
REST OF YOU 
I COULD CARE 
LESS ABOUT. 
YOU ALL ARE 
JUST IN MY 
WAY. 













WHOEVER 
YOU ARE-- 





--УОМ JUST 
MADE A HUGE 
MISTAKE. THE 

ONLY WAY YOU'RE 
GETTING TO HER 
IS een 








THE MISTAKE 
IS ALL YOURS. 
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THROUGH. 





NOW, 
| IT IS YOUR | 
| TURN. 


273 E 4 


emm 


en заслань 


КА, 


М GET UP. YOU 
| ARE COMING 
WITH ME. 


you 
NOW 
WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING. ROSE |S ALL OF YOU_TH 
NOT WHO YOU YOU WILL EVER 
TRINE SHE ( KNOW. 
IS. 





HAS CONE OFF KEEP 
TRYING. THESE 
THE GRID. | missións АВЕ 
NOT AN EXACT 
K SCIENCE. 
SIR, WE'VE 
TRIED TO REACH 
HER ON THE SECURE 
LINE AND THE AGREED- 
UPON MESSAGE 
BOARD-- 


--DID I ASK 
FOR FEEDBACK?! 
YOU KEEP TRYING UNTIL 
YOU GET ME A TANGIBLE 


RESULT! WHETHER IT’S HER 
VOICE ON THE PHONE OR 
HER DEAD BODY IN THE 

MORGUE. I DON’T 
CARE... 


TC, 





I'LL MANAGE. 
UNFORTUNATELY, 
I'VE REBUILT THIS 
HOME MORE TIMES 

THAN ILIKE TO | 


STILL== 
YOU DIDN'T 
ASK FOR ANY 
OF THIS, 


IRIS. THIS-- 15 
NOTHING. I HAVE 
PLENTY OF WEALTH 
TO REBUILD. I'M JUST 
GLAD THE TIGER 
WASN'T HURT 


or THE REAL 
QUESTION IS, IF THAT 
STRANGER WANTED 
ROSE, AND UIDN'T KILL 
US ALL-- THENWHO 
EXACTLY DOES SHE 
WORK FOR? 


АУУ oF IT'S OKAY, 
us 


50, WHAT’S 
THE PLAN LADIES? I 
TRUST YOU'LL FOLLOW 
US IN FINDING ROSE 
AND HER FRIEND? 


IT PAINS, 

|| BUT NOT 
AS MUCH AS 
THAT BITCH 

15 GOING 





IN CASE 
YOU MISSED 
IT, WE JUST GOT 
OUR ASSES 
KICKED. 


I UNDERSTAND 
THAT, LILY. BUT, 
1-2 


--YOU HAVE 
TO GO BACK TO 
YOUR AGENCY, |S THAT 
IT? JEEZ, IRIS. WHAT’S 
HAPPENED TO YOU? 
THIS USED TO ВЕ А 
NO-BRAINER. 


IT’S DIFFERENT 
NOW. THIS 16 WHAT \ 
HAPPENS WHEN WE GO 
OFF AND DO OUR OWN 
THING-- DON’T YOU 


DOING THIS, I'M... 
SORRY. 


WHAT 
ABOUT YOU, 
LOTUS? WHAT 
WILL YOU 
20? 





THIS 15 MY 
HOME. I CAN'T 
LEAVE. 


BESIDES, 
I'M A BIG GIRL. 

IF MAZUTSU WANTS 
TO TRY TO TAKE ME 
OUT AGAIN-- LET 
HIM TRY HIS 
BEST. 


--lF YOU 
DO FIND ROSE, 
MAKE SURE TO 
MAKE HER PAY-- 
FOR ME. 


WELL, THAT’S 
JUST AWESOME-- 
WE CAME ALL THIS WAY 
TO GET OUR COLLECTIVE 
ASSES HANDED TO US 
WITH NOTHING TO 
SHOW FOR IT. 


LET'S GO, 
GIRLS. 


I’M REALLY 
SORRY, LILY. 
TRULY. 


IT'5 FINE. 


I GUESS 
OUR PATHS HAVE 
NEVER REALLY RUN 
PARALLEL, AM L 


SURE THING, 
IRIS. TAKE CARE 
OF YOURSELF, 
OKAY? 
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50, ARE 
YOU GONNA TELL 
ME JUST WHO THE 
HELL YOU ARE AND 
WHY YOU SAVED 
МУ ASS BACK 
THERE? 


DO NOT 
WORRY, I AM NOT 
GOING TO KILL YOU IF 
THAT IS WHAT YOU 
ARE THINKING. 


вит, 
I'M STILL YOUR ий 
PRISONER? Я a 
YOU ARE 


AN ASSASSIN, 
AFTER ALL. 
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AND WHAT 
PART OF YOUR 
WORK INVOLVES 
ME, EXACTLY? 








I WOULDN'T 
WORRY. BESIDES 
THE FACT YOU JUST 

SAVED My LIFE, I 
USUALLY NEED TO 

KNOW WHO IT 15 

THAT EM CONG 

AFTER. 
you? I 


HAVE NO 
IDEA WHO 
YOU ARE. 


FREELANCE. 





THE PART GREAT. THIS 
INVOLVING YOUR AGAIN. 
EMPLOYER. 


HE IS NOT WHAT 
YOU THINK. IF YOU 
CONTINUE WORKING 
EVENTUALLY TURN 
LL 
I WORK 
ON d WHAT ALONE. EVEN 


WHEN I'M WORKING 
FOR SOME BIG SHOT 
x A LIKE HIM-- I ALWAYS 
No. | ў HAVE МУ OWN 
à INTERESTS 
IT 16 NOT LIKE IN MIND. 
THAT. IKNOW 
MAZUTSU... 
PERSONALLY. 


THEN I KNOW 
I RESCUED THE 
RIGHT PERSON. 


IN THAT 
CASE, HOW 
ABOUT WE SHARE 
A MOMENT OF 
TRUST. 


YEAH, IT'S 
COMING FROM 
OUTSIDE. 


I WOULD NOT 
SAY THAT. I USE IT 
TO SLEEP EVERY NOW 
AND THEN. IT’S 
MORE OF A-- 


-- WAIT... 
DO YOU HEAR 
THAT? 





„ТАКЕ 
COVER! 





TO ВЕ CONTINUED... 
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~~ Reading Suggestions — 


Mind the Gap 9 










Thanos Rising 1 
Jungle Book 2 


GFT - Unleashed 0 











Shrugged 2 


Uncanny X-Men 4 


Witchblade - 

Day of the Outlaw 
Idolized 5 
Jirni 1 


Revival 9 





Jupiter’s Legacy 1 
Rachel Rising 16 


Helheim 2 





Journey Into Mystery 651 sus Hle 
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